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Existing Scenario1.
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The Mother

1.1 PREAMBLE 

1.1.1 A Master Plan prepared for urban areas serves as an 
important instrument to guide the process of urban 
development. Over the years it has emerged as an important 
approach to urban planning in the country. The concept of the 
Master Plan has no doubt made a discernible impact in 
regulating and channelising the development and growth of 
cities and towns. However, the issue of the Master Plan and its 
efficacy has been discussed in a National Workshop organised 
by the Ministry of Urban Development and Poverty Alleviation, 
which suggested a dynamic, transparent and effective approach 
to improve the efficacy of the Master Plan. Accordingly, the 
Ministry of Urban Development and Poverty Alleviation, Govt. 
of India, entrusted a study to the Institute of Town Planners, 
India, on Urban Development Plan Formulation and 
Implementation (UDPFI) Guidelines. These guidelines have 
recommended a planning system consisting of a set of four 
interrelated plans with the Perspective Plan at its apex and 
Plans of Projects at the base, with the Development Plan and 
the Annual Plan facilitating the implementation of the Urban 
Perspective Plan. In line with these guidelines, this Master Plan 
(Perspective: 2025) of Auroville has been conceived. 

1.1.2 The Master Plan (Perspective: 2025) provides a policy 
framework which will serve as a guide in the preparation of five 
year Development Plans and Annual Plans for implementation 
of the proposals. It is presented in three parts. Part One 
describes the existing scenario and lays down the imperatives 
for development. Part Two lays down principles and directions 

for long-term growth and gives Development Proposals to 
make Auroville the most eco-friendly city. It lays down broad 
policies in terms of land utilisation, residential densities and 
qualitative and quantitative aspects of infrastructure 
development. Part Three gives the development promotion 
regulations and the procedure to be adopted for development.

 
1.2 ORIGIN OF THE TOWNSHIP: THE VISION

1.2.1 In 1954 the Mother had envisioned that "There should 
be somewhere upon earth a place that no nation could claim 
as its sole property, a place where all human beings of 
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Sri Aurobindo

goodwill, sincere in their aspiration, could live freely as citizens 
of the world, obeying one single authority, that of the supreme 
Truth; a place of peace, concord, harmony, where all the 
fighting instincts of man would be used exclusively to conquer 
the causes of his suffering and misery, to surmount his 
weakness and ignorance, to triumph over his limitations and 

incapacities; a place where the needs of the spirit and the care 
for progress would get precedence over the satisfaction of 
desires and passions, the seeking for pleasures and material 
enjoyments.

1.2.2 In this place, children would be able to grow and 
develop integrally without losing contact with their soul. 
Education would be given, not with a view to passing 
examinations and getting certificates and posts, but for 
enriching the existing faculties and bringing forth new ones. In 
this place, titles and positions would be supplanted by 
opportunities to serve and organize. The needs of the body 
will be provided for equally in the case of each and everyone. 
In general, intellectual, moral and spiritual superiority will find 
expression not in the enhancement of the pleasures and 
powers of life but in the increase of duties and responsibilities.

1.2.3 Artistic beauty in all forms, painting, sculpture, music, 
literature, will be available equally to all, the opportunity to 
share in the joys they bring being limited solely by each one's 
capacities and not by social or financial position. In this ideal 
place money would be no more the sovereign lord. Individual 
merit will have a greater importance than the value of material 
wealth and social position. Work would not be there as the 
means of gaining one's livelihood, it would be the means 
whereby to express oneself, develop one's capacities and 
possibilities, while doing at the same time service to the whole 
group, which on its side would provide for each one's 
subsistence and for the field of his work. In brief, it would be a 
place where the relations among human beings, usually based 
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Auroville's Inauguration

almost exclusively upon competition and strife, would be 
replaced by relations of emulation for doing better, for 
collaboration, relations of real brotherhood".

1.2.4 It was in the mid 1960s, however, that the City was 
concretised when the Mother said, "India is the representation 
of all human difficulties on earth and it is in India that there will 
be cure, and it is for that I had to create Auroville" because 
"from the spiritual point of view, India is the foremost country 
in the world. Her mission is to set the example of spirituality. 
Sri Aurobindo came on earth to teach this to the world".

1.2.5 Based on the work and inspiration of Sri Aurobindo 
and the Mother, Auroville is intended as a site for the 
manifestation of human unity in diversity. As such, it offers 

itself as a testing ground and laboratory for the next step in 
human evolution. Auroville took root when the Mother 
identified the Banyan tree to be the physical centre of the 
City. The site is bounded by the sea to the east, the Kaluveli 
tank to the north, the Tindivanam Road to the west and 
Pondicherry to the south.

1.2.6 The Universal Township of Auroville was inaugurated 
on 28th February 1968 in the presence of 5000 people. 
Representatives of 124 countries and all the Indian states 
placed a handful of earth from their homelands in a marble-
clad urn near the site of the Matrimandir at the centre of 
Auroville. This symbolised the creation of the city dedicated to 
human unity and international understanding. The Mother 
announced the Auroville Charter.

1.2.7 AUROVILLE CHARTER

1.  Auroville belongs to nobody in particular. Auroville belongs 
to humanity as a whole. But to live in Auroville, one must be a 
willing servitor of the Divine Consciousness.
2. Auroville will be the place of an unending education, of 
constant progress, and a youth that never ages.
3. Auroville wants to be the bridge between the past and the 
future. Taking advantage of all discoveries from without and 
from within, Auroville will boldly spring towards future 
realisations. 
4. Auroville will be a site of material and spiritual researches for 
a living embodiment of an actual Human Unity.
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1.2.8 The Mother envisaged to develop Auroville as a 
township for 50,000 inhabitants with a circular form, covering 
an area of about 20 sq. km. Auroville received the unanimous 
endorsement of the General Conference of UNESCO in 
1966, 1968, 1970 and 1983. It is now administered under the 
Auroville Foundation Act (Government of India Act no. 54, 
dated 29 Sept. 1988) which provides for the preparation of a 
Master Plan. 

1.2.9 The Act also provides for the acquisition and transfer of 
the undertakings of Auroville and to vest such undertakings in a 
foundation established for the purpose with a view to making 
long-term arrangements for better management and further 
development of Auroville in accordance with its original Charter 
and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

1.2.10 The relevance of Auroville to the country as a whole is 
to use all the researches carried out here diligently and with 
commitment, individually and collectively, in order to raise the 
overall quality of life. While conceiving the town, the Mother 
also evolved a form for the township; subdivided into four 
principal zones namely the Residential Zone, International 
Zone, Industrial Zone and Cultural Zone. The original sketch 
drawn by the Mother in her own hand is the basis for further 
development of the Auroville township.

1.3  LOCATION AND REGIONAL SETTING

1.3.1 Auroville is located 160 km south of Chennai on the 

east coast of India, just 6 km north of Pondicherry. Initially the 
site was a barren plateau traversed by dry canyons and gullied 
land with hardly any vegetation as depicted in the photograph. 
As may be seen in Drawing 1, Auroville Township is located 
along the East Coast highway which provides easy accessibility 
both from Chennai and Pondicherry. The regional setting of 
Auroville township indicated in Drawing 2 reveals that 

Auroville 30 years ago
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although it is part of Villupuram district of Tamil Nadu, 
functionally it is closely connected to Pondicherry. 

1.3.2 As mentioned earlier, the township boundary is in the 
form of a circle of 2.5 km radius encompassing 20 sq. km. 
Most of the area lies in Villupuram district and comprises the 
panchayats of Irumbai and Bommapalayam. Small areas of this 
land are in Kottakuppam, Rayapudupakkam, Mathur Panchayats 
and Alankuppam, within the Union Territory of Pondicherry. 
The land is generally of poor quality for agriculture and the 
entire area was identified as a backward area. 

1.3.3 The village settlements of Edayanchavadi, Irumbai, 
Kottakarai, Rayapudupakkam, Pettai and Alankuppam fall in the 
designated area of the township. The present population of 
these village settlements is about 8,000 persons. The village 
se t t lements  o f  Ku i l apa layam,  Acharampat tu  and 
Oddampalayam are just on the periphery of the township and 
their population is about 3,000 persons.

1.3.4 Pondicherry city, with a population of about 4 lakh 
(1991), is the largest urban centre at a distance of 6 km to its 
south while Tindivanam, the headquarter of Tindivanam taluk 
with a population of over 60,000, is about 25 km to the north-
west. Cuddalore town, further south of Pondicherry, is another 
important urban centre with a population of about 1.5 lakh. To 
the north of Auroville, at a distance of about 10 km, lies the 
Kaliveli tank, a unique environmental resource in the region. To 
the south is another major water body, the Ustery tank, an 
important source for irrigation. There are about 40 villages 

within the triangular area bounded by Pondicherry city, 
Tindivanam town and Marakkanam with an entirely rural 
population of about 3 lakh. Thus, Auroville's development is 
closely linked with the development of the surrounding region. 
The development models evolved in Auroville township, be it 
plantation, regeneration of land, water harvesting, building 
technology, etc., are benefitting the entire region. 

1.4 CLIMATE AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

1.4.1. Auroville has a tropical climate. The dry season usually 
lasts seven months, from January to July. May and June are the 
hottest months with occasional showers. The main rainy 
season is from October to January. The average rainfall is 1,230 
mm. a year. The prevailing wind blows from the southeast. 

1.4.2. The central part of the designated Auroville township 
area is more than 50 m above mean sea level. The site slopes 
down from the centre to the periphery. The uncontrolled 
runoff appears to have been the main cause for the erosion of 
adjoining land. The deeper canyons are located mainly in the 
east and south of the designated area. There are a few water 
bodies or 'eris' in and around the township, of which Irumbai 
eri is the largest one.

1.4.3. The geological structure of the area as indicated in 
Drawing 3, reveals that the topsoil is hard laterite on a bed of 
clay of varying depths. The soil is not suitable for productive 
agriculture with traditional methods. This was also assessed by 
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the District Officer in 1976, who concluded that "the entire 
area is exposed to wind and water. If this is allowed to 
continue, then agriculture will be impossible…" The area also 
falls in the cyclonic belt.

1.4.4. Legend has it that the Kaluveli Siddhar, who had been 
offended by the chieftain and people of the area, cursed this 
area to become barren. After he was appeased, the Siddhar 
mitigated the curse and prophesised that this region would 
become green and prosper some time in the future with joint 
efforts by the people coming from all over the world.

1.4.5. The topography and climatic characteristics offered 
both constraints and opportunities for the development of a 
town like Auroville with its envisioned ideals. The constraints, 
in the form of gullied, windswept barren lands generally 
considered unsuitable for urban development, have been used 
as opportunities for evolving the form of the township. The 
slopes radiating from the centre to the periphery provided a 
suitable location for Matrimandir as the centre of the township 
and also the soul of Auroville. The geomorphology of the area 
also helped in conserving and optimally utilising the rainfall run-
off to convert this inhospitable site into a hospitable 
environment for the development of a human settlement in 
harmony with nature.

1.5  EXISTING LAND USE

1.5.1. Since the inception of the township, the land use cover 

has changed considerably. From a barren and marginal land in 
1968, today it has become a developed and productive land, 
entirely through the efforts of Aurovilians. Out of 20 sq. km of 
the designated area of the township, about 12% is presently 
developed for urban uses and the rest is under agriculture, 
plantation and other non-urban uses. The land use pattern 
given in Table 1 and shown in Drawing 4, illustrates that in the 
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developed area about 40% is Residential.  The next important 
land use in the township is public and semi-public and accounts 
for about 28% of the developed area. Commercial, 
manufacturing and other economic activities constitute about 
12%. About 13% is under roads and streets serving both 
urban and non-urban uses.

1.5.2. After Auroville came into being, the early residents with 
their hard work in collaboration with villagers built check dams 
across canyons, put up a large number of bunds to check soil 
erosion, and planted and reared trees in large numbers. Over 
two million trees were planted during the last 32 years. A good 
part of this work was carried out with support from 
Government of India projects such as Waste Land 

Regeneration, Watershed Management and Reforestation 
projects. All this contributed in regenerating the barren land into 
a productive and developable site for urban and green uses.

A. DEVELOPED AREA

1.5.3 The Residential Area comprises both village 
settlements and Auroville community settlements.
a) Village settlements: There are six village settlements 
within the Auroville township area, with houses mostly made 
of mud and thatch. Several of these have recently been 
upgraded or converted by the inhabitants into semi-pucca and 
pucca structures. As in any traditional small village settlement, 
other economic uses are mixed with residential usage either in Check dam building

Village settlement
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the same structure or in independent small structures.
b) Auroville Communities: At present there are 95 Auroville 
residential communities. These communities range from 3 to 
80 residential units. Apart from these, there are a few houses in 
smaller clusters. The residential units consist of individual 
dwellings as well as apartments; the latter are becoming more 
common. There are a few communities just outside the 
designated area of the township, which came up in the early 
years of Auroville's development, occupying about 100 ha.

1.5.4 The Commercial area in the Township includes retail 
services providing for food and other items of daily necessity, 
community eating places, guest houses, and the Visitors 
Information Centre with its exhibition space and sales section 
of products made in Auroville.

1.5.5 The Manufacturing use includes about 100 large and 

small manufacturing and processing units, the products of 
which are marketed locally as well as internationally. The 
extent of land occupied by such units ranges from small plots of 
50-75 sq. m. to 5 ha.

1.5.6 Public and Semi-Public uses include amenities such 
as schools, health facilities, services and utilities. The Peace 
area, forming part of the public and semi-public uses, is the 
most special area in Auroville. It is the centre of Auroville, 
which contains the Matrimandir - the soul of Auroville, the 
Urn and the Amphitheatre consecrated at the foundation 
ceremony, the central Banyan tree, the lake and the well 
laid-out gardens around the Matrimandir. 

Grace community

The Kuilapalayam - Certitude Road
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1.5.7 Administrative and Institutional uses include mainly 
the administrative centre housed in the Indian National 
Pavilion (Bharat Nivas) and the Auroville Foundation offices. 

1.5.8 Recreational uses at present are mainly in the form of 
a few playgrounds located close to residential communities, 
such as the Centre Field and Certitude play area.

1.5.9. Roads provide access to Auroville from the East Coast 
Road and the Pondicherry-Tindivanam road. However, within 
the township there are temporary gravel and mud roads 
providing access to various facilities/settlements in Auroville, 
some of which will be replaced once the planned roads are built.

B. UNBUILT AREA

1.5.10 Regenerated areas: From the beginning, Aurovilians 
have been engaged in land regeneration activities and the 
creation of a hospitable and sustainable habitat. The trees 
planted have modified the stark landscape and have begun to 
fulfil the prophecy of Kaluveli Siddhar mentioned earlier. The 
plantations not only have improved the environment but have 
also restored the land for productive agriculture by preventing 
soil erosion. Plantations include both indigenous as well as 
exotic species. In some of these areas, nearly extinct 
indigenous tree species such as those found in and around 
temples have been re-established.

1.5.11 Agriculture and Related uses include lands used by 
Aurovilians either for food production (including vegetables and Forest

Rice field
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fruits) needed by residents, or for research in improving farm 
practices and diversifying cropping patterns. The Auro-Orchard 
and Pitchandikulam medicinal herbal stations are some typical 
examples. In most of the cases both production and research 
are carried out together. Most of these are based on organic 
farming practices.

1.5.12 Farming includes lands generally used by the villagers 
for growing paddy, casuarina or other crops including cashew. 

1.5.13 Water bodies : There are five 'eris' in the area of which 
two are large in size, namely the Irumbai eri and the 
Alankuppam eri. These are seasonal water bodies which help 
irrigate small extents of land particularly after the rainy season.

1.5.14 Canyons and other Waste Lands : The canyons are 
a unique feature in the landscape of Auroville and its 
surroundings. These deep gullies have been formed due to 
erosion. Some of them are 2.5 km long, 20-30 m. wide and 
2-5 m. deep. The large ones are outside the designated 
township area in the east and south. These problem areas 
could be converted into opportunit ies for water 
management, land regeneration, farming and supplying 
drinking water needs. Besides, there are some patches of 
poramboke and other lands classified as waste.

1.5.15 Considering the emerging land use structure, the 
entire Auroville township is sensitive from environmental and 
ecological points of view. The areas under check dams, 
regenerated lands, and plantation are some of the important Irumbai tank
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environmental resources for developing the township in a 
sustainable manner. It points to the necessity of orderly and 
planned development of human habitation embedded in a 
regenerated natural environment. 

1.6  DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

1.6.1 By the very concept of the town as a Universal 
Township focused on spiritual and material researches and 
development, only those who aspire to be 'willing servitors of 
the Divine Consciousness', are attracted to become its citizens. 

Therefore, the normal demographic process of growth does 
not apply to Auroville. It is in this background that the 
demographic characteristics of the township need to be seen.

1.6.2 The present population of Auroville consists of:
Ÿ Resident Aurovilians.
Ÿ Researchers and students, who come for short duration to 
learn and contribute to the efforts of development.
Ÿ Day-workers from neighbouring villages working in 
Auroville's economic and service activities.
Ÿ Short-term, including casual visitors coming to see the 
experience of Auroville's work in diverse fields.

Note: The population listed under the last two categories falls 
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under the category of “floating population” in the township.

1.6.3 The population of Auroville consisting of resident 
Aurovilians has increased from 320 in 1972 to 676 in 1980; 
presently it is 1519, showing a five-fold increase during the last 
thirty years.

1.6.4 Resident Aurovi1ians: There are at present 1519 
Aurovilians from various nationalities, including a substantial 
number of Indians. Table 2 indicates the nationalities 
constituting the Auroville population. The population growth till 
now has been rather slow. However, it may be observed that 
since a critical mass has already been formed and the 
development activities are picking up, Auroville will attract a 
large number of people from various countries in the years to 
come. In this context, it may also be mentioned that a number 
of international centres have been set up in different countries, 
and it is proposed to set up similar centres in the different 
states of India. These centres will disseminate information 
about Auroville, thereby raising awareness and attracting 
resource persons in larger numbers for the expansion of the 
present activities of Auroville. 

1.6.5 Students and Researchers: Nearly 100 students and 
researchers are in Auroville at any given point of time. As 
Auroville grows, the number of students and researchers will 
also grow. These students come from all over the world and 
are committed youth, who want to learn and use their 
knowledge in various fields in which they are interested. Their 
interest ranges from art and architecture to various other 
disciplines and their application to sustainable development. 
The estimated number of researchers is 1,200 annually.

1.6.6 Day-workers: Auroville provides work opportunities 
to about 5,000 persons residing in its neighbourhood in both 
manufacturing units and services.  These workers have their 
own houses in the surrounding villages and as such return in 
the evening to their homes. The break up of day-workers 
engaged in manufacturing and services is given in Table 3. 
Nearly 48% of the day-workers in manufacturing and services 
are female workers, indicating a higher participation ratio of 
women in the workforce.
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  Matrimandir is the main attraction to 1.6.7  Casual Visitors:
visitors from outside and, on an average, 1,000 persons visit it 
every day. Sundays and holidays are special days when the 
number of visitors go up to 2,000 persons. Basic facilities such 
as parking of vehicles and information centres are available for 
their use. Apart from such visitors, students and professionals 
come to Auroville to learn about its activities, and attend 
workshops and seminars. The number of visitors for such 
purposes on an average varies from 50 to 75 persons at any 
given point of time and this is bound to increase in the future. 
Guesthouse facilities are available for the visitors. The number 
of casual visitors is estimated at 2.5 lakh/year.

1.6.8 The age and sex composition of the Resident 
Aurovilian population indicates that about 70% of the resident 
population is in the active age group. About 20% of population 
is comprised of school going children. Although 6% of the 
resident population is above 60 years of age, they are also 
considered to be active workers in their respective fields. The 
ratio of women to men is 881 to 1,000, but varies from time 
to time. Table 4 indicates the age composition of Aurovilians.

1.6.9 In the absence of specific data on occupational structure 

it may not be possible to indicate the detailed employment 
pattern in the township. However, the majority of the resident 
population is engaged in farming, services, professional skills and 
entrepreneurial activities as given in Table 5. 

1.7  ECONOMY OF THE TOWNSHIP

1.7.1 The current economy of the Auroville township is mainly 
based on manufacturing units and services. Although employment 
in commercial and transport sectors is marginal, it is steadily 
growing. However, agriculture which includes allied land 
regeneration efforts, is an important sector of the Auroville 
economy. 

Auromode
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Pro ject / In s titu tio ns Secto r / A ctiv ities

1. Annadana South Asian network, protection of genetic resources in India and South Asia

2. Aureka Research and manufacturing of windmills and metal products.

3. Auroville Archives Collection and storage of archival material related to Auroville

4. Auroville’s Future Integrated urban planning and city networking

5. Centre for Development for Physical Education Physical education for youth of Auroville and surrounding villagers and village oriented 
programmes.

CSR–Main Training centre for environmental protection through refrigerant management and renewable 
energy solutions.

CSR–Biogas Research, development and manufacturing of biogas technology.

CSR–Water and Sanitation Low maintenance waste water treatment systems. Root zone treatment plants.

AVBC–Ferrocement Research and training in ferrocement technology

AVBC–Earth Construction Research and training in earth construction and manufacturing of AURAM equipment

AVBC–Architecture Innovative design and construction of buildings.

7. Centre of Indian Studies

and Research in Indian Culture

8. Hall of Culture Indian arts and cultural activities

10. Kalamitra Cultural programme for artists, promotion of dance, exhibitions, concerts and theatre, both Indian 
and Western.

12. Pitchandikulam Bio-Resource Centre Medicinal herbs and plants, tree nurseries.

13. Sri Aurobindo International Institute  

of Educational Research (SAIIER)

Tab le 6 : R esearch  and  T rain ing  Ins titu tio ns  and  their  A ctiv ities

6. Centre for Scientific Research

Cynergy Team building, project formulation and training in bio-regional activities.  Developing multimedia 
software packages.

Library and resource centre on Indian culture

Research in integral education, covering philosophical, educational and psychological dimensions. 
As part of the research it an encourages creation and publication of new learning and teaching 
materials.

9. Harvest Promotion of water harvesting, aquaculture, organic agriculture and environmental education, 
ground water studies and environmental monitoring.

11. Palmyra Reclamation of waste and degraded lands, tank rehabilitation and soil conservation, afforestation, 
documentation and training.
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1.7.2 Currently there are more than 100 small and medium 
manufacturing units operating in Auroville. The products 
manufactured include such modern equipment as computer 
software, electronic and engineering products, equipment used in 
alternate and appropriate technologies such as windmills, solar 
lanterns and heaters, and biogas systems. Cottage type industries 
producing a wide range of products such as garments, candle and 
incense products, printing, food processing, etc. also exist in 
Auroville. The overall turnover of all these units was about Rs. 
25.50 crores in 1999- 2000.

1.7.3 The service sector includes construction and 
architectural services, research and training in various sectors 
related to efficient resource management and sustainable 

development, such as renewable energy and appropriate 
building materials.

1.7.4 People in the agriculture sector are engaged in food 
production, mainly fruits and vegetables, dairy products, and 
related research and training and activities like organic farming, 
soil conservation and water management.

1.7.5 Economic activities in Auroville are a mix of 
production, research and training encompassing both 
traditional and higher levels of learning in technological, social 
and ecological fields. The important research and training 
activities undertaken in Auroville are depicted in Table 6.

1.8  HOUSING

1.8.1 The present housing in Auroville consists of individual 
dwellings, community housing, apartments and youth hostels. 

Earth block construction
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Community housing provides for individual and family living 
spaces with common kitchen and other collective facilities. The 
average household size is around 2 persons but in reality there 
are many single person households. At present there are 767 
dwelling units of various sizes. Types of houses based on 
construction materials indicate that the majority of the houses 
have used local materials as well as innovative building 
materials such as ferrocement roofs and panels made locally. 
The housing characteristics are shown in Table 7.

1.8.2 Since Auroville is experimenting with appropriate 
construction elements, wall materials vary widely from adobe, 
stabilised earth blocks and rammed earth to fired bricks. 
Auroville has even experimented with the 'fire bricks house' 
technique, where the entire structure is built in earth and fired 
like a kiln, producing a innovatively constructed house. The 
architecture here reflects the practice of innovative design and 
alternative building materials. The experiments made in 
building technology in Auroville will have far-reaching 
implications in terms of design and materials, of reduction in 
energy consumption, and adoption of eco-friendly practices.

1.9  PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE

1.9.1 Road Network: Auroville's road network consists of 
access roads, which are tarred but narrow and not well 
maintained and connect the East Coast Road and Tindivanam-
Pondicherry road with village settlements, internal gravel roads, 
footpaths and cycle tracks. Most of the internal roads are of a 

temporary nature giving access to residential communities and 
public facilities. The gravel roads are about 10 m. wide. The 
total length of roads within the designated township area is 
23.7 km. The principal access roads and internal linkages 
indicated in the Existing Land Use Map (Drawing 4) show that 
the area is well served with a road network. The existing road 
pattern is comprised of one circular road around the centre of 
the township and another semi-circular road passing along the 
periphery (outer circle) of the designated area of the township. 
Both the inner and the outer circular roads are connected by 
radial roads. The surface of the internal access as well as circular 
road has intentionally been kept as gravel to allow percolation 
of rainwater for re-charging the aquifers. Conceptually these 
are maintained as pedestrian roads, but slow moving traffic 

Waste water treatment plant
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consisting of cycles and scooters is slowly and steadily 
increasing. With the increase of tourists and visitors to the 
Matrimandir area, the motorised traffic consisting of cars and 
buses also increased, particularly on holidays and weekends. 
Apart from missing links in the outer circular road in the eastern 
part of the township, the road network in the township is 
devoid of street furniture, signage and indicators. Geometrics of 
the major linkages to the township both from the East Coast 
road and the Tindivanam-Pondicherry road, as well as of the 
internal roads, access and approaches need to be improved.

1.9.2 Water Supply: The entire water supply both for 
drinking and irrigation is dependent on underground sources. 
A number of deep wells have been commissioned over the 
last 30 years and today there are over 130 wells, of which 60 
wells give a significant output. They can together provide an 
average water supply of 3800 cu.m. per day, amounting to 1.4 
million cu.m. annually. Auroville is however located in a district 
where the ground water situation can be described as 'critical' 
since nearly 90% of the recharge potential is utilised. It 
therefore becomes important not only to increase the 
recharge rate but also conserve and recycle water. Taking note 
of this situation, Auroville is engaged in extensive water 
management research and application.

1.9.3 The drinking water usage of about 4.5 million litres/day 
for domestic, industrial and gardening purposes is considered 
excessive and measures are being taken to bring it down to 
reasonable urban standards. The distribution system consists of 
decentralised pumping units and storage reservoirs, numbering 
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about 60. Of the latter, one large overhead reservoir has a 
capacity of 1.5 lakh litres and 8 medium-size low-level tanks 
range in capacity from 10,000 litres to 40,000 litres. The 
present pumping capacity is adequate to meet the 
requirements of the future population. However, proper water 
conservation is essential to economise on energy and water 
consumption. At present the rainwater runoff from roads and 
paved areas is diverted to the canyons, where a system of 
check dams helps in storage and recharge of ground water.

1.9.4  Sewerage and Sanitation: All residential units have 
their own system for sewage disposal. There are about 20 
community-level treatment facilities (for residential as well as 
industrial and commercial units) consisting of septic tanks, 
Imhoff tanks, baffle reactors, and root zone and lagooning 
systems. The latter, numbering 22, are of experimental nature, 
and a study has been taken up to test their efficacy in delivering 
waste water that will not pollute the ground water.

1.9.5 Solid waste disposal is managed by the Eco Service, 
which was started in 1995. It is estimated that about 3500 kg of 
wastes are generated per week. About 2000 kg. of this quantity 
is organic and generally composted at the site itself. About 1000 
kg. is recycled and the balance of 500 kg is incinerated in the 
Health Centre at 800 °C. The non-recyclable wastes of 400 to 
500 kg, like rubber items, thermocole, fibreglass and PET, and 
storage batteries are stored in a temporary storage facility until 
an acceptable disposal solution is found. This waste disposal 
management has been made possible by the introduction of 
segregation of wastes at the source.

1.9.6  Power: Auroville consumes about 1.75 million 
kilowatts of power/year from two TNEB feeder stations, one 
in Kalapet and the other one at Thiruchitrambalam. The total 
connected load is 3.17 megawatts, of which 1.5 megawatts are 
domestic and the rest is for industrial and commercial 
purposes. 

1.9.7 About 150 houses use solar PV electricity and heaters 
for their energy requirements. In addition, there are about 140 
solar water-pumping systems and 30 wind-driven pumps. The 
power distribution of around 600 consumer connections is 
carried through a system of 28 distribution transformers and 
30 km of underground cables.

1.9.8 Telephones and Communication: The Township is 
served by a telephone exchange with a capacity of 1000 lines, 
which is fully utilised. There is also a small post office located in 
Bharat Nivas which exclusively serves Auroville. Auronet, 
Auroville's email and electronic bulletin board network, both 
within Auroville and with the outside world, has currently 
about 750 subscribers. The township has its own internal 
messenger service and the weekly Auroville News provides 
information about the happenings in Auroville to all the 
residents.

1.9.9 Auroville publishes for internal as well as external 
circulation two regular newsletters in English, and one in Tamil. 
English-language newsletters are the monthly 'Auroville Today' and 
the quarterly 'Auroville Outreach' , and 'Kaliveli Nilam' is in Tamil. 
Auroville is equipped to handle its information and outreach 
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through well-established printing and multimedia resource units.

1.9.10 Cremation and Burial Ground: At present, there is 
one burial ground within Auroville, which is used by villagers. 
There is no regular burial or cremation facility for the 
Aurovilians as such, but a site for this purpose has been 
chosen near Adventure community in the southern part of 
the Green Belt.

1.9.11 Education: Auroville educational research endeavours 
to nurture the child's potential to its highest possible level, and 
is based on a child-centred approach. At present, there are 
two crèches, one kindergarten, two primary schools 
(Transition and Deepanam), and three high schools (Last 
School, Centre for Further Learning and After School) for 
children residing in Auroville. All these educational facilities are 
located within walking distances and are well-dispersed in the 

township. New high school facilities are presently under 
construction. There are also four schools (New Creation, 
Isaiambalam, Arul Vazhi and Ilaignarkal) specifically serving the 
surrounding villages.

1.9.12 About 700 children from 13 surrounding villages and 
from Auroville are studying in these institutions. The schools 
use innovative learning and teaching methods and also provide 
playground and sports facilities appropriate to the age level. The 
Sri Aurobindo International Institute for Educational Research 
(SAIIER), an organisation established in 1984, co-ordinates the 
multi-faceted educational and cultural activities in Auroville.

1.9.13  Health: The Auroville Health Centre, recognised as a 
mini health centre by the Tamil Nadu State Government, is 
equipped with basic medical facilities. It serves the Auroville 
community as well as about 200 patients daily from the 
villages, and has six sub-centres, located in Edayanchavadi, 
Putthurai, Kottakarai, Matthur, Rayapudupakkam and 
Morattandi.

1.9.14 For emergencies and complicated cases, patients are 
referred to the health facilities in Pondicherry, which is just 6 
km away. Auroville also experiments with and promotes 
various alternative healing methods and natural therapies.

1.9.15 Tourist Infrastructure: The infrastructure within Auroville 
for visitors and tourists consists of information centres, guest 
houses, and the Visitors Centre which has an information service, 
a boutique and a restaurant. The guest houses can accommodate 

New Creation School 



altogether about 400 persons in a simple, clean and green 
environment at a moderate price. Dormitory accommodation 
for youth and young researchers is also provided. Parking facilities 
can provide space for 20 buses at any time.

1.9.16 Recreation: Auroville provides for children and youth 
of Auroville and the residents of the surrounding villages a 
broad array of sports and physical education activities, and aims 
to maximize these opportunities in the region. The township 
has presently four play fields for various outdoor sports, such 
as tennis, football, volleyball and badminton, and a gymnasium 
and indoor sports facilities. It organises on a regular basis team 
games and athletic meets, and competitions in basketball, 
volleyball, football, table tennis and cricket. Many of the 
participants for these competitions come from the surrounding 

villages. Although the Auroville township area is away from the 
coast line, it has developed beach facilities at 'Repos', near 
Chinnamudaliarchavadi village.

1.9.17  Socio-Cultural Facilities: Auroville has become a 
hive for socio-cultural activities serving both Auroville 
residents and their neighbours. The most important facilities 
include the Sri Aurobindo Auditorium at Bharat Nivas with a 
sitting capacity of 840 persons. Workshops and recitals of 
both traditional and modern dance, drama and music are 
regularly held. Several groups are active in providing cultural 
events based on community and environmental awareness 
programmes.

1.9.18 Spiritual Centre: The Matrimandir, the spiritual as well 
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Pony farm activities for children

Matrimandir



as the physical centre of Auroville, is in the Mother's words, 
"the symbol of the Divine's answer to man's aspiration for 
perfection, union with the Divine manifesting in a progressive 
human unity". The Matrimandir is a place of silence and 
concentration.

1.9.19 The major areas of work on the structure are under 
completion and attention is being given to the development of 
the surrounding gardens. The Matrimandir together with its 
gardens extends over an area of 28 ha. The growth of the 
Matrimandir and its movement towards a perfect 
completeness reflects and signals the growth and increasing 
perfection of Auroville as a whole.

1.9.20 Village Outreach: Auroville's development is 
inextricably intertwined with the surrounding villages, which 
were classified in 1984 as part of a "most backward area in 
need of development" by the Tamil Nadu Government. There 
are 13 villages in the immediate area of Auroville, comprising 
about 40,000 people, and there are altogether 40 villages in 
the bioregional area. About 350 people from the surrounding 
villages have joined Auroville. Almost 5,000 local people are 
employed by Auroville, from sweepers to engineers; most of 
them have been trained in Auroville to improve their 
qualifications and skills. Auroville provides for the young of the 
rural area a real and viable alternative to the migration to the 
cities and urban centres, which is so often the only option for 
those seeking self-improvement and employment.

" More than 500 children from neighbouring villages attend 
Auroville schools; another 900 attend Auroville classes in 
their village schools.

" More than 20,000 people from the neighbouring villages 
receive health care from Auroville every year.

1.9.21 Village development has been a major activity of 
Auroville since its inception. Over the past 13 years, the 
Auroville village development groups (AVAG, Health Centre, 
Pitchandikulam, Harvest, Palmyra) have been engaged in a 
development programme for the neighboring villagers. With 
funding from a number of national and international 
organizations, this program aims at:

" Improving the health situation through education, 
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preventive care and treatment;

" Empowering women;

" Encouraging in each village the growth of community spirit 
by ensuring people's participation in developmental 
programs; 

" Raising the standard of living of the local population through 
vocational training and self-employment;

" Involving the villagers in a co-operative effort of wasteland 
reclamation, watershed management and environmental 
regeneration;

" Providing education for the village children. 

1.9.22 At present, there are five major educational programs 
for village children such as New Creation (with boarding 
facilities), Ilaignarkal, Isai Ambalam, Life Education Center and 
Arul Vazhi, a program that sends animators to the village 
schools for regular classes and special activities.

1.10  ADMINISTRATIVE SET-UP

1.10.1 The Auroville Foundation Act, 1988, enacted by the 
Government of India, provides for the establishment of the 
Auroville Foundation with a view to making long-term 
arrangements for the better management and further 
development of Auroville in accordance with its original 
Charter and for matters connected therewith or incidental 
thereto. The Auroville Foundation comprises the following 
three authorities: 

"  The Governing Board

"  The Residents Assembly

"  The International Advisory Council 

1.10.2 The Foundation's functions also include monitoring and 
review of Auroville activities, preparation of a Master Plan for 
Auroville in consultation with the Residents Assembly, ensuring 
the development of Auroville as so planned and co-ordinating 
the raising of funds for Auroville as well as the disbursement 
thereof for achieving the ideals of Auroville.

1.10.3 The Governing Board, consisting of eminent and 
senior persons, including nominees of the Central 
Government, have the overall responsibility for the proper 

Meeting with the Chairman of the Governing Board



management and development of Auroville. The Chairman 
and Secretary of the Governing Board are appointed by the 
Government of India. The Governing Board is responsible for 
promoting the ideals of Auroville and for co-ordinating the 
activities and services of Auroville in consultation with the 
Residents Assembly for the purpose of cohesion and 
integration of Auroville. It also reviews the basic policies and 
programmes of Auroville and gives necessary directions for the 
future development of Auroville. It also gives its consent to the 
programme of Auroville drawn up by the Residents Assembly.

1.10.4 The Residents Assembly, comprising all the residents of 
Auroville over the age of 18, organizes the various activities of 
Auroville and decides upon the terms of their membership. 
The Residents Assembly selects a Working Committee from its 

own members to represent itself with the Governing Board 
and the Secretary to the Foundation. The Residents Assembly 
is also required to formulate the Master Plan of Auroville for 
the approval of the Governing Board.

1.10.5 The International Advisory Council is a body with 
eminent persons both from India and abroad who act as 
advisors to the Governing Board and the Residents' Assembly. 
The present membership of the Governing Board and the 
International Advisory Council may be seen in Appendix I.

1.10.6 The Role of the Community: As far as the preparation 
of the Master Plan is concerned, the Residents' Assembly has a 
very important role to play. According to section 17 (e) of the 
Auroville Foundation Act, the Governing Board is, in 
consultation with the Residents Assembly, responsible for the 
formulation and implementation of the Master Plan.

1.10.7 There are two important councils, namely the 
Executive Council and the Development Council. A number of 
groups have been constituted to manage specific aspects of 
Auroville's complex organisation, such as Entry Group, 
Economy Group, Funds and Assets Management Committee, 
Land and Estate Management, Project Co-ordination Group, 
etc. Appendix II indicates the responsibilities of the different 
working groups in Auroville. The Development Council 
oversees the planning and monitoring aspects of Auroville's 
physical development, while the Project Co-ordination Group 
assists working groups and project agencies in the formulation 
and funding of projects. 
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1.10.8 There is thus a considerable amount of autonomy in 
the preparation and implementation of projects which has 
been very helpful in motivating Aurovilians to participate in all 
developmental activities of the township. It has yet to achieve 
full co-ordination in order to meet the central objective of 
Auroville's development as envisioned by the Mother. 
However, in order to plan and implement the Master Plan 
(Perspective: 2025) effectively, a separate outfit as part of the 
Foundation set-up would be necessary.

1.10.9  Service Agencies: Auroville has at present a number of 
service units which look after water supply, power and 
communication, roads and waste management. They are Auroville 
Water Service, Auroville Electrical Service, Auroville Telephone 
Service, Auroville Road Service and Auroville Eco-Service. These 
services are maintained through service charges from users and 
contributions from Auroville's Central Maintenance Fund.

1.10.10 There is one Auroville centralised purchasing and 
distribution service known as "Pour Tous" (For All). It operates 
like a departmental store for daily necessities. There is no cash 
transactions, the entire system works on credit through 
maintenance of individual accounts. Pour Tous building/facilities 
presently located just on the periphery of the township is 
proposed to be relocated in the Crown area and it will have a 
number of outlets in the township.

1.10.11    With regard to the law and order situation, although 
there is no specific police station in the township, police liaison 
services are available to meet any emergency situation. In this 

context, it would be pertinent to mention that the Mother had 
a vision for Auroville: "No army, no police, they are replaced 
by a battalion of guards consisting of athletes and gymnasts". 
Accordingly, an Auroville Guard consisting of young volunteers 
are available to provide this service.

1.11 FUNDING OF TOWNSHIP ACTIVITIES

1.11.1 The activities of Auroville are financed through 
contributions from residents, grants and donations from India 
and abroad, income generated by Auroville units and 
Government of India grants. These activities are co-ordinated 
through various working groups.

Financial Service



1.11.2 Auroville Fund is the official receiving, disbursing and 
accounting channel through which Indian and foreign donations 
for various projects reach units and projects in Auroville. The 
expenditure on account of the Auroville Foundation Secretariat 
is met by the Department of Education, Ministry of Human 
Resources Development, Government of India, by way of 
annual grants. Income and expenditure statement for the year 
1998-1999 given in Appendix III gives an idea of general 
sources of revenue and major items of expenditure.

1.11.3 In the past ten years, Auroville generated Rs. 150 
crores for its activities of which Rs. 100 crores were generated 
internally. The balance of Rs. 50 crores, was raised through 
donations from abroad (46%), donations from agencies and 
individuals within India (38%) and grants from the Government 
of India (16%).

1.11.4 The Financial Service was started in the seventies as an 
attempt to do away with cash transactions in Auroville by 
keeping accounts of the cash holdings of Aurovilians. Since 
then, nearly all transactions between units and Aurovilians have 
been done through transfers using these accounts. 

1.11.5 The Central Fund was started in 1989 as a system to 
provide collective support to Auroville's services and other 
responsibilities and to provide maintenance allowances to the 
Aurovilians who do not have private resources. The Central 
Fund is financed through the income generated from 
commercial units, which contribute varying percentages of 
their profits; contributions from guests; projects; interest on 

deposits with the Auroville Fund by individuals; and donations 
by individual Aurovillians. Apart from this, each unit pays Rs 
1,000 a month for each Aurovilian working for that unit. Since 
July 1995, the Central Fund has successfully increased its 
income on deposits, by asking Aurovilians to transfer the 
amounts they had in low interest-generating bank accounts to 
their Financial Service accounts, and to forgo interest on these 
accounts. This has resulted at present in a total capital of over 
4 crores. The interest of this capital is now mainly used to 
finance the monthly budgets of the Central Fund.

1.11.6 The Central Fund distributes its income of approx. 
Rs. 35 lakh per month to more than 40 activities and 
services. The Central Fund accounts are published each 
month in the Auroville News. The Economy Group is 
responsible for administering this Fund. Over the past two 
years there has been a marked shift in emphasis from the 
services to the individual. The Central Fund budget 
specifically for the maintenance of Aurovilians receives a 
great deal of attention. As of today, the allocations for the 
basic subsistence of about 370 Aurovilians and their families 
is under intense observation to secure a strong base for the 
well being of each one. In August 1999, the Auroville 
Maintenance Fund / Financial Service introduced a new 
software which provides for the possibility for each 
Aurovilian to have both a cash and a kind account. This is 
meant to be a tool to help Auroville to move into an internal 
economy where there is no exchange of money. It is hoped 
that the needs of Aurovilians who are now covered either 
by themselves, by projects or by the commercial units for 
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whom they work, will progressively be covered in a different 
way through the combined resources of the community.

1.12  LAND OWNERSHIP

1.12.1 The designated area of Auroville covers 19.63 sq. km 
i.e. 1963 ha. For proper and orderly development of Auroville 
as per the Master Plan, it would be necessary to have full 
control by the Auroville Foundation over the activities within 
the above mentioned area. For this purpose, Auroville has 
been in process of securing the lands required for 
development from the beginning. All the lands so far secured 
have been acquired by negotiated purchase from the owners. 
As on 1st August 2000, Auroville owns 778 ha. of land in the 
designated township area, as indicated in table 8:

Belt, however, 70% of the land is under private ownership and 
needs to be secured for planned and orderly development.

1.12.3 The present policy for the development of the land has 
been clearly laid down in terms of open spaces to be provided 
and environmental parameters to be adhered to. The 
Development Council, taking note of the above parameters 
and the essentiality of the project for the development of 
Auroville, scrutinises all such projects. 

1.13  IMPERATIVES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF AUROVILLE

1.13.1 One of the principal requirements for the growth of 
Auroville is the provision of housing. Because of lack of 

*The balance of 156 ha. is covered under existing village settlements, water bodies and roads.

1.12.2 Distribution of land ownership indicated in Drawing 5 
clearly shows that about 83% of the land within the City Area 
is under the control of the Auroville Foundation while the 
remaining 17% needs to be acquired. In respect of the Green 

Land around the Matrimandir
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adequate housing it has not been possible to encourage new 
residents to settle. The provision of adequate housing is tied up 
with funds for development. Another important factor is that 
there are still significant patches of land within the city area, 
which are not secured by Auroville and are essentially needed 
to plan and implement cost-effective infrastructure facilities, 
such as roads, sewerage, water supply, power and 
communication.

1.13.2 The Green Belt surrounding the City Area, covering 
about 1,440 ha., is an integral part of Auroville's development 
and its proper use is crucial to fully achieve the objectives of 

Auroville. Many of the material researches that are necessary 
to promote sustainable development both within the 
designated area and outside necessarily have to be carried out 
in the Green Belt, which should be secured against speculative 
urban development. The Green Belt has to be maintained 
predominantly as an area of agricultural and forest type of uses, 
so that it is not only integrated with the existing village 
settlements, but also with environmental activities that 
promote water harvesting, aquifer recharge, bio-diversity 
conservation and recreation.

1.13.3 It is therefore imperative that the Green Belt should be 
secured against all types of development not in line with the 
goals of Auroville's development. Auroville can therefore only 
be realised to its full potential through intense resource 
mobilisation and the proper implementation of the Master Plan 
(Perspective: 2025).Building a new house






































































































































